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element can be imagined as producing an element different in kind from itself. Such production would be absolute creation, and creation without a cause. Further, matter absolutely one must be matter which is entirely indeterminate. But there is no evidence for the existence of such matter. The only reasons ever produced for belief in its existence have been worthless metaphysical sub-tilties. And if it did exist, it would explain exceedingly little. Far from accounting for or dispensing with mind, it would at every step imply and demand it. Plato and Aristotle convinced themselves that the material universe must have an uncreated basis, called by the former " nurse" and " receptacle," and by the latter "first-timber" and "the underlying;" but both had the perspicacity to see that such ultimate matter could at the most be merely a condition and possibility of things; that it must receive reality, forms, and attributes from an eternal and active Reason; that to suppose it to give rise to definite objects and organisms, and finally to generate intelligence, was an opinion which no thoughtful mind could entertain.
There are pantheists who have sought the absolute unity in physical force, and who have constructed systems of dynamical pantheism. They, too, have searched and laboured in vain. Mere force is as unintelligible as mere matter. Is there